
C Is for Covid-19 - an illness that has turned our lives upside down.

C is also for Climate Emergency and the future of our children.

C is also for Car Parks where flexibility seems to be a problem, along with tariffs.

There have been some some encouraging
initiatives following the declaration of a Climate
Emergency by the District Council in May 2019
including the setting up of a Climate Change
Working Group in which Lib Dem Cllr David
Hughes is a keymember. However elsewhere there
seems to be less urgency in implementing the
radical changes needed in the construction of new
homes and the improvement of old ones if the
target of net zero carbon emissions is ever to be
met in the future.
There is the all too familiar sound of the can being
kicked down the road as options to insist on higher
standards in new developments seeking planning
approval are not adopted due to fears that the
developers will ‘not be able to afford them’. The question is can the planet afford us the time not to
implement them? Extremes of weather are already with us with record temperatures recorded as well as
flooding of some towns.

Spot the problem for pedestrians!

Ashbourne in the 1950’s - when the ward
boundaries probably did make sense
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It must be encouraging for local traders (and the District Council)
to see a gradual increase in the utilisation of Shaw Croft car park
(complete with new charging points) following lockdown. However
it remains the case that a lack of flexibility in pricing means that
other car parks are poorly utilised.
The Cattle Market car park off The Green Road will typically have
almost no cars in it during weekdays apart from those belonging to
residents with annual permits. Now the District Council wants to
drive even these away by implementing a price rise of over 300%.
It is interesting to note that at the meeting when these price rises
were proposed they were only narrowly passed with 5 members

(all Conservatives) of
the Community and
Environment
Committee voting for the increases and 4 against. Sensible
pricing might encourage residents and commuters to park in
the car park and not on the adjacent roads (often partly on
the pavement).
Meanwhile the Fishpond Meadow ‘overflow’ car park,
recently subject to a £23,000 re-surfacing, seems to be closed
with large concrete blocks preventing access.
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Still impressive without the head
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