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The local Lib Dem team want to hear from you on any issue, big or small, that you want help with.

My issue

Name................................................... Email..................................................................................................

Tel .................................................................... Post code ......................................................................

� I can give an hour or so every few months to deliver leaflets in my area
� I would like a poster at the next election to show my support for the Liberal Democrat team.
� I would like to join the Liberal Democrats.

Can we keep you updated about our activities including campaigns, events, fundraising and details about how to get involved?

Yes please � No thanks �
The Liberal Democrats will use your contact details to send you information on the topics you have requested. Any data we gather will be used in

accordance with our privacy policy at libdems.org.uk/privacy. To exercise your legal data rights, email: data.protection@libdems.org.uk.

Cut out and return to: 2b, Windmill Lane, Ashbourne DE6 1EY or email (see Team details above)

DO YOU HAVE AN ISSUE? CAN WE HELP?

Why am I receiving this leaflet/letter? As a registered national political party in the UK, The Liberal Democrats are entitled to a copy of the full Electoral Register under the Representation of the
People Regulations 2001. The full Electoral Register is different to the open Electoral Register as it contains details of all voters in the UK, including those who have opted out of the open register.
Any data we gather will be used in accordance with our privacy policy at libdems.org.uk/privacy. To opt out of receiving mail from us or to exercise your other legal data rights, email:
data.protection@libdems.org.uk.
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Liberal Democrats - keeping you in touch with local issues

Contact the Ashbourne Focus team
Cllr Rob Archer robert.archer@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Midge & Peter Dobbs 01335 300613 peter.dobbs@derbyshiredaleslibdems.org.uk
Robin Shirtcliffe robin.shirtcliffe@derbyshiredaleslibdems.org.uk
Saskia Tallis saskia.tallis@derbyshiredaleslibdems.org.uk

A

D

E is for A-levels and the fiasco that this government created.

A is also for the Ashbourne Neighbourhood Plan

is for Derbyshire Dales District Council, one of the three councils in this area.

is for everything else and especially the Pavilion Project

The other two are Ashbourne Town Council and Derbyshire County Council .
There is sometimes confusion amongst residents about which Council
looks after which service and there is nothing more frustrating when you
have poured out your tale of woe to a sympathetic voice on the end of
the phone only to be told that ‘I am afraid we are not the Council that
deals with that’.
So here is a rough and ready guide to which ‘tier’ of government does
what.
County Council Responsible for services across the whole county, such
as education, transport, planning, fire and public safety, social care,
libraries, waste management
District Council Responsible for certain services in a smaller area, such
as rubbish collection, Council Tax collections, housing, planning
applications
Town / Parish Council Responsible for local events such as the Fireworks and administering properties that
belong to the town, for example the Town Hall. Back to school edition

Cllr Rob Archer, a teacher, writes ‘It has been a very difficult time for
pupils and staff. Keeping the schools open for the children of key
workers whilst also providing on-line resources for others has been
challenging. We also took great care to make our centre-assessed
grades as accurate as we could. To find that we had many disappointed
A-level students on results day was very frustrating. After several days
of trying to sort out the university applications of those students, to
then have the government U-turn created a whole new set of problems
- both for the school, the universities and the students.
It was an obvious problem – how to award grades when there are no
exams. However, the weaknesses of the Ofqual ‘algorithm’ were being
discussed in late June as soon as the broad details were apparent.
For Gavin Williamson to claim that he was unaware of such problems
until after the ‘results’ were published, is either an admission of
incompetence or simply untrue. It is also hard to believe that he has an
adequate understanding of how schools ‘work’ with the piecemeal and

often inconsistent advice about how schools should minimise the risk to staff and pupils from Covid-19.

A is also for Air Pollution – particularly on Buxton
Road in Ashbourne. There is now overwhelming data showing
that the air for many residents of this road exceeds the
recommended limit for levels of nitrogen oxides.
The Conservative controlled District Council appears to have
used every possible delaying tactic to avoid having to declare an
‘Air Quality Management Area’ or AQMA
on Buxton Road. Not enough test sites, not enough samples,
not accurate enough samples (this was not the case but was
used as a reason at a Council meeting). Lib Dem members and
councillors have needed to be persistent to achieve any
progress.
There was no testing at all on this road until local Lib Dem
member Peter Dobbs asked the council to put a test site on the
hill back in 2017. When the first results showed ‘illegal’ levels of
NOx, he suggested a second site in March 2018. There is still no testing at this second site - a pity since
it would have significantly reduced the wait for an AQMA.

This significant undertaking has the potential to fundamentally influence planning applications in the
Ashbourne area. It has taken a huge effort and considerable expertise to create this document that details
a vision for Ashbourne for the next 13 years. Its path to being ‘adopted’ has not been entirely smooth and
quirks of parish boundaries mean that it does not cover much of the old airfield that is earmarked for many
new houses in the District Council Local Plan. However it is now ready for final viewing before Ashbourne
residents will be asked if they wish to approve it. You can see it in person by making an appointment at the
Town Hall Visitor Information Centre or more conveniently it can be viewed online – visit the Documents
section at the Ashbourne Town Council website www.ashbournetowncouncil.gov.uk/documents

Rob Archer Lib Dem Cllr
for Ashbourne South

Buxton Road - the most polluted in
Derbyshire Dales?

The new pavilion project being nurtured by Ashbourne Recreation Ground Sport & Community
Partnership took a step nearer becoming a reality at a

recent District Council meeting.
Eloquent support from Cllr Rob
Archer among others was sufficient
to persuade some initially sceptical
councillors of the urgent need for a
replacement building.
Local Lib Dem member Robin
Shirtcliffe welcomes the new project. He comments, “As a cricketer I have been
embarrassed by the state of the existing pavilion at the Ashbourne Recreation
Ground. The new building is long overdue and should be a great asset to both those
who play sports and the wider community”

New Sports Pavilion for Ashbourne (c) FPCR

Robin Shirtcliffe

Matlock Town Hall


