Is there a more dangerous walk to the shops?
Planners seem to have forgotten all about pedestrians in their approval for the opening of three shops on
the edge of the Airfield industrial estate in Ashbourne. Documents from the County Highways department
discuss at some length the movement of cars and lorries to and from
the mini supermarket and fast food outlets but make no mention of
pedestrians, which seems strange when the local council talks about
sustainable development in their Local Plan which (amongst other things)
seeks to reduce the use of private cars.
Several large housing developments have been built (or are in the
process of completion) within comfortable walking or cycling distance of
these shops. However, the final 100m could be the most challenging if you are on foot or on a bike. The
pavement from the estates ends here, (see below) on the main Derby Road. There is no choice but to cross
the busy road (40 mph speed limit) so you check right (see below), being
careful to note the traffic
emerging from the side road
(Old Derby Rd). You then need
to check left with again the
situation being complicated by
traffic emerging from the
industrial estate (which is very
busy with queuing traffic at
peak times). If your stars align,
then there may just be a gap in the traffic from all possible
directions and you can cross. But remember you will need to do all this in reverse with your shopping in a
few minutes! We think that Derbyshire County Council should urgently address this problem - there is a
petition on our website where you can add your name if you agree with us. derbyshiredaleslibdems.org.uk

Air pollution and the By-pass
It seems that the County Council are set to spend approximately £750,000 of tax-payers money on more
consultants in order to prepare a case for building a by-pass to the west of
Ashbourne . The last report they published in 2018 suggested that the cost of
delays experienced by drivers crossing Ashbourne was about £1.5 million a
year. This was apparently insufficient to make a commercial case for the
by-pass.
What seemed to be a major omission in that consultation was a failure to take
into account the effect on the health of residents of the heavy traffic that travels
through our town each day, in particular the consequence of air pollution for
t h e
Cllr Simon Spencer will be speaking about the By-pass many people who live and work
proposal at the Ashbourne 50+ Forum 10.00 am on
beside these busy roads.
Friday 5th July at Waterside Centre (Elim Church)
It is the District Council who have
the legal responsibility to monitor
and report on air pollution. However they appear to have started from the assumption that our air is clean
and are only just realising that in fact in certain areas it is significantly polluted. At present the air pollution
picture for Ashbourne is far from complete. Just three sites are at present being monitored and common
sense suggests that there are several other places where the air is likely to be highly polluted. The District
Council has limited funds available. Will the County Council be prepared to help fund more testing so that
an accurate picture can emerge? It might be hard to put a value on damage to health and life expectancy
but it is clearly more significant than just being delayed in a queue of traffic for 20 minutes or so.
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Where will the Band stand?
The 2019 Ashbourne Festival will as usual feature a ‘Picnic in the Park’, this year on Sunday
7th July. Scheduled to play are Hot House Jazz with their Big Band performing ‘Rat Pack classics
on the Bandstand’. There is just
one problem, the Bandstand is
fenced off, having been assessed
by the District Council officials as
unsafe!
Ashbourne Memorial Park with its
children's play area, once boasted
three shelters and some rather
convenient conveniences to provide
a solution to the problems of
inclement weather or being caught
short. Now all of these have been
either demolished or closed. Two
have been reduced to bare concrete plinths and the conveniences locked and bolted. There is only one other
building left standing and that has been fenced off!
The all too familiar pattern of 'care' for the assets of Ashbourne entrusted to the Derbyshire Dales District
Council - NEGLECT, REJECT, DEMOLISH - seems to have resulted in the Bandstand looking a sorry mess.
Having failed to replace the roofing felt in a timely manner, the timbers underneath are now rotting through
with several holes perforating the roof.

Despite the dismal state of this building there appears to be no sense of urgency in the approach
of council officials.
We are assured by Ashbourne Festival that Hot House Jazz will definitely still be playing
at the Picnic (somewhere) in the Park!

Lib Dem Councillors demand action on climate change
The new 8-strong Lib Dem group on the District Council demanded more
urgent action to confront the climate change crisis, during a debate in which
there was all Party support for the declaration of a Climate Emergency and a
pledge to take account of the impact on climate and biodiversity of Council
policies and decisions.
The pledge followed eloquent speeches from a representative of the
Derbyshire Climate Coalition and Matlock students, including a member of
the Youth Parliament who reported that the climate emergency was causing
vulnerable communities to seek refuge from the effects of climate change.
This had already led to 134 million climate migrants. Cllr Paul Cruise, a new
Matlock Lib Dem Councillor proposed that the Labour motion pledging to
make the Council carbon neutral by 2030 and reporting back to the Council
in 6 months was too long, so it was agreed that a working group would be
convened and an interim report presented to members within 3 months.
Other Lib Dem amendments require the Council to take account immediately of climate change in its decisions
as well as day to day operations. Cllr David Hughes, another new Lib Dem member, supported by Lib Dem
Cllr Martin Burfoot, pointed out that planning decisions would be made about hundreds of new houses in
the next few months and that these decisions must take into account the need to cut greenhouse gas
emissions.
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