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  Foreword 
Derbyshire County Council (DCC) continues to face significant financial pressures 

which severely limit what it can do. As central government funding is reduced 

further, and the county begins the recovery from Covid-19, DCC is faced with the 

problem of cutting more of the services it provides. 

Undoubtedly DCC has wasted money in the past; but there is still significant scope 

to find savings. How many times over the past four years have we seen the same 

potholes being repaired time and time again? 

Derbyshire Liberal Democrats are always prepared to ask the difficult questions and 

to take the necessary decisions to ensure that DCC can continue to provide the 

essential services that residents need. 

Labour continue to be hamstrung by standing up for Trade Union interests and the 

Conservatives for big business. 

In contrast, Derbyshire Liberal Democrats will stand up for the interest group which 

matters most – the communities of Derbyshire. We have an aspirational and 

positive manifesto that will bring the best out of Derbyshire, showing what we can 

achieve if we work together, rather than the usual Punch-and-Judy show between 

the Tories and Labour at County Hall. 

Liberal Democrats will seek to bring a strong element of common sense to the 

council chamber. The best interests of Derbyshire are poorly served by excessive 

party-political dogma and the present system of centralised, autocratic decision 

making. 

Liberal Democrat councillors aim to use their best judgement based on their local 

and personal experience. We can’t be sure how the political environment will 

change over the next four years; but Liberal Democrats will always seek to put the 

interests of Derbyshire’s communities first. 

The biggest challenge we face over the next few years is rebuilding our 

communities following the impact Covid-19 has had on jobs, the economy, our 

friends and families and health and well-being. We need to ensure that Derbyshire 

has a robust plan for helping everyone. 

Liberal Democrat goals for our county are outlined in this document under the 

following key themes: 

● Our Liberal Democracy 

● Our Liberal Economy 

● Our Liberal Environment 

● Our Liberal Society  
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  Our Liberal Democracy 
 

Derbyshire Liberal Democrat councillors pledge to be community champions. We 

understand that we represent our communities to the Council and not the Council’s 

interests to our communities. Consequently, Liberal Democrat councillors will fight 

strongly for each area’s interests using the principles of consultation, democracy, 

and localism to protect our areas, and the county, from poor or politically motivated 

decisions. 

Derbyshire Liberal Democrat councillors believe in cross-partnership and 

collaborative working. We will always work with local government partners, the 

voluntary sector and other providers to share best practice and reduce costs across 

all aspects of County Council operations, unless this is shown not to be in the best 

interests of residents. The response to Covid-19 showed how effectively local 

authorities working together to deliver their different services helped our 

communities. 

 

Derbyshire Liberal Democrats will fight for a fairer and stronger democracy by 

opposing the government’s plans for replacing local authorities with larger “super” 

unitary authorities – which removes both decision making and support from local 

communities.  

The Conservatives are considering a plan that would have a single council serving 

over 800,000 people. Smaller and more remote communities will almost certainly be 

overlooked when it comes to decision-making and representation. 

Many parts of Derbyshire have very different needs and priorities. A single unitary 

council will have set objectives and priorities based on their political will – leaving 

may of these areas losing out. Importantly, the Conservatives are tabling a business 

plan. There’s no mention of representation – which is the main function of a Council. 
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The Liberal Democrats understand the communities in North East Derbyshire have 

very different needs to those in Erewash; and that those residents in Dronfield have 

very different needs to those living in Clay Cross. We believe that communities are 

best served by local councillors and local government. Derbyshire Liberal Democrat 

councillors pledge to work with district, borough, town and parish councils to ensure 

that the right services are delivered to the right people. 

Derbyshire Liberal Democrats pledge to fight to restore greater democracy to the 

Council Chamber by replacing the authoritarian cabinet structure with a fairer, 

cross-party, committee structure, making better use of the of experience and 

abilities of all councillors. 

Derbyshire Liberal Democrats recognise that democracy has a financial price, but 

while frontline services are being cut, councillors must also scrutinise the support 

they themselves receive. Liberal Democrats would impose a 10% reduction on 

members’ special responsibility allowances, mileage expenditure for councillors and 

ensure that savings from more effective ways of working are funnelled back into 

council services. 

 

Derbyshire Liberal Democrats recognise that it will be extremely challenging to 

protect every service. It will be tough but there are ways to minimise the damage.  

We will investigate new sources of revenue, such as traded services and green 

energy, develop more efficient ways of delivering services and prioritise resources 

to protect the most vulnerable in society. 

The Liberal Democrats strongly believe that councils across the country are being 

under-funded. This is exacerbated by an unfair funding formula that benefits London 

at the expense of the rest of the country. We will ensure that the Government is 

aware of the damage caused by these cuts and will lobby for a new formula that 

treats Derbyshire fairly. 

  



 

5 

  Our Liberal Economy 
Derbyshire Liberal Democrats would protect and enhance high quality early years 

learning — protecting family support services in Children Centres, raising the status 

of those who work in early years and encouraging parallel work in voluntary and 

community settings. 

Liberal Democrats need to ensure that our young people have the skills that 

employers want, to help Derbyshire attract new businesses and see the creation of 

well-paid jobs. 

Derbyshire Liberal Democrats will make the best use of the county estate, exploring 

ways to invest in our land and buildings to increase income from them, for example, 

by developing employment opportunities or investing in renewable energy. We will 

be open to selling those assets only when there is a clear case for doing so. 

 

Derbyshire Liberal Democrats will fight to protect our library infrastructure, using 

innovative measures wherever possible to retain and enhance our existing 

provision, including to support community groups to run libraries on a voluntary 
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basis to protect the service or extend opening hours; and will maximise the use of 

the mobile library to give remote areas access to council information. 

Liberal Democrats will seek to increase the autonomy of individual school spending, 

while retaining democratic accountability for property scrutiny. We regret the 

fragmentation of our education system and will ensure the proper ring-fencing of 

money for capital expenditure – so that schools are not left having to make the 

difficult decision between investing in education or repairing buildings. 

Liberal Democrats strongly support and champion freedom and privacy of 

individuals. Liberal Democrat councillors take data protection very seriously and we 

object to the distribution of children’s personal data to commercial organisations by 

schools in Derbyshire and would use all powers available to us to prevent this from 

happening. 

Liberal Democrats rejoice in Derbyshire’s wonderful landscapes and recognise the 

need for the Council to work with farmers and other landowners to ensure it remains 

an asset for tourism and agriculturally productive.  
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  Our Liberal Environment 
Liberal Democrats believe that good quality local environments are vital for local 

communities. 

Liberal Democrats will continue to support investment in renewable energy across 

Derbyshire, both by the Council and by others.  Investment in energy saving and 

renewables helps to improve our energy mix, provides employment and reduces 

carbon emissions. 

Liberal Democrat councillors will offer support to communities who wish to 

implement 20 mph speed limits in their areas where current traffic speeds are llow 

enough to allow introduction without the imposition of physical changes like humps 

and chicanes. 

Liberal Democrat county councillors will encourage the Council to work more closely 

with District and Borough councils on new housing schemes to ensure sufficient 

provision is made for school places, and that schemes are designed to make it easy 

to walk and cycle with convenient facilities. We will encourage provision for electric 

vehicles in both public areas and for new homes. Liberal Democrats will be mindful 

to oppose housing developments which fail to properly address the impact on both 

existing communities and nearby road networks. 

Liberal Democrats will seek to work more closely with utility companies digging up 

our roads to minimise disruption and to improve the standards of reinstatements. 

 

Liberal Democrats will review the current road maintenance systems to both speed 

up and improve the quality of repairs to potholes. 

Liberal Democrats will support the development of new cycling and walking facilities 

to encourage people to use active modes of travel. This includes long distance 

routes (for example up the Derwent Valley) and within towns and villages. 
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Liberal Democrats will seek to improve the operation of traffic lights by linking those 

that are close together to give a ‘green wave’ for drivers who stick within speed 

limits. As well as reducing undue delay to travellers this will reduce pollution. 

Liberal Democrats will continue to invest in efficient LED street lighting to save 

money and reduce electricity use. 

Liberal Democrats will work closely with bus companies to seek innovative ways to 

reintroduce buses for isolated communities. 
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  Our Liberal Society 
Liberal Democrats will fight for the fairest possible distribution of County resources 

for our communities. We will seek to reduce the inequality of life chances and 

outcomes for people in less affluent communities by working closely with those 

communities to help build capability and resistance. 

Liberal Democrats recognise the importance of health education to help individuals 

make informed choices related to reducing smoking, improving diet, increasing 

exercise and tackling issues they may be facing with drug or alcohol addiction. We 

will seek to work with others, such as schools and voluntary organisations, to 

improve the health of individuals and our communities. 

Liberal Democrats will seek to work more closely with health providers to improve 

the health of individuals, thus reducing demand for NHS services, sharing the 

savings for further investment in care services. 
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Liberal Democrats understand that the provision for dealing with mental health 

issues is inadequate; and that the Covid-19 emergency has had a significant impact 

on the mental health of many in our local communities. We need to ensure that 

support services are in place to help those living with mental health problems. 

Liberal Democrats will work closely with the NHS to ensure that families throughout 

Derbyshire have access to advice on parenting, such as antenatal and postnatal 

support, so that every child has an opportunity to do their best in life. 

Liberal Democrats will seek to provide the necessary care to enable adults to live 

independently wherever practical.  

Liberal Democrats recognise the importance of door to door community transport 

and will explore ways that this can continue to be available to those who need it. 

Liberal Democrats understand the importance for services for elderly people, 

disabled people and their carers. Working with others we will seek to ensure that 

appropriate services are available and will fight for DCC to receive an appropriate 

share of the extra money being provided for Adult Social Care by the government. 

The Covid-19 situation has highlighted growing numbers of people living with the 

early stages of dementia, being supported by friends and family, and falling under 

the radar of Adult Social Care, we need to ensure that both those living with 

dementia as well as those caring for them get the support they need. 

Liberal Democrats believe that the office of Police and Crime Commissioner is a 

significant waste of public money; and would prefer to see powers returned to cross 

party committee. However, until this can be achieved, we will continue to work 

closely with Derbyshire Constabulary and the Police and Crime Commissioner, 

along with Derbyshire Fire and Rescue and East Midlands Ambulance Service. We 

will seek to ensure that Derbyshire has the ability to combat crime, improve road 

safety and build a stronger sense of community. 

 


