
This issue was my first dip into the political landscape, bringing my first motion to council in my first full council
meeting. This was the first issue I was presented with and it became urgent as it transpired the sale of this toilet
block was close to falling through, and the prospect of them being put to public
auction was looking likely. I was hoping to get a report to look at the
alternatives to keep this site as publicly available toilets, but was unsuccessful
as the three Conservative councillors for the Bakewell ward, who are
responsible for the site, voted against even giving the site a chance. In the
past there has been ambiguity over the location of these toilets, but since I
proved the true location, DDDC now accept they are in the Bakewell ward.
Therefore, if you have any problems at this site, or any questions about it’s
future, you need to contact;

Mark Wakeman      mark.wakeman@derbyshiredales.gov.uk   07970 326971

Alyson Jane Hill       alyson.hill@derbyshiredales.gov.uk            07779 427921

Alasdair Sutton       alasdair.sutton@derbyshiredales.gov.uk   07967 819554

Since the meeting things have started to look a little more positive and I
will provide updates on progress. Here in Litton and Longstone we don’t
intend to give up on this site and will continue to input in any way we
can to ensure that visitors who come to this beautiful area, with it’s
iconic vistas, are made to feel welcome and are provided with amenities.
We will keep an eye on this site, and report any issues with fouling and / or litter due to the lack of
toilet facilities. If you have anything to contribute please get in touch.

clare.gamble@derbyshiredales.gov.uk    01298 871007

 Lib Dems - for a strong economy and fairer society

A Message from Robert Court
Prospective Parliamentary Candidate

“After making great advances in the local elections, the Liberal Democrats came a
strong second in the European elections last month, both nationally, winning 16 seats
and here in Derbyshire Dales where Bill Newton Dunn was re-elected as an MEP for
the East Midlands, after an absence of 5 years”.

Let’s now look behind Brexit.
• Leaving the EU has proved to be very difficult, and the Government has taken 3 years getting nowhere with it,
which is why so many people have lost patience with them.
• Why did those promoting ‘leave’ in 2016 say it would all be easy? Whether it was ignorance or downright dishonesty,
these are not qualities we look for in our elected leaders.
• The natural reaction to this is ‘Let’s just leave without a deal’, but that would involve huge risks, endangering people’s
jobs, prosperity and health.
If whoever is chosen by Tory members to be our next Prime Minister tries to take us down the ‘No Deal’ route, this
must be prevented at all costs, unless people vote for it in an election or second referendum.

Beyond Brexit, many important matters have been ignored by the Government, such as addressing the funding of
health, education and social care, as well as the problems of inequality, housing and dilapidated infrastructure.
Our young people are looking to the future. They need hope, and so we must look to the impact of artificial
intelligence, and above all tackle the challenge of climate change for the sake of our entire planet. None of this can
be left much longer. Somehow too we must heal the divisions in our society. Liberal Democrats demand better and
will do better if you give us the chance, or better still if you join us. This is why I as your candidate believe the people
of Derbyshire Dales should vote Liberal Democrat at the next General Election.
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries or suggestions.
robert.court@derbyshiredaleslibdems.org.uk

 Monsal Head Toilets - the fight goes on

 Lib Dem Councillors demand action on climate change
The new 8-strong Lib Dem group on the District Council demanded
more urgent action to confront the climate change crisis, during
a debate in which there was all Party support for the declaration
of a Climate Emergency and a pledge to take account of the impact
on climate and biodiversity of Council policies and decisions.
The pledge followed eloquent speeches from a representative of
the Derbyshire Climate Coalition and Matlock students, including
a member of the Youth Parliament who reported that the climate
emergency was causing vulnerable communities to seek refuge
from the effects of climate change. This had already led to 134
million climate migrants. Cllr Paul Cruise, a new Matlock Lib Dem
Councillor proposed that the Labour motion pledging to make the
Council carbon neutral by 2030 and reporting back to the Council
in 6 months was too long, so it was agreed that a working group
would be convened and an interim report presented to members
within 3 months.
Other Lib Dem amendments require the Council to take account
immediately of climate change in its decisions as well as day to
day operations.  Cllr David Hughes, another new  Lib Dem
member, supported by Lib Dem Cllr Martin Burfoot, pointed out
that planning decisions would be made about hundreds of new
houses in the next few months and that these decisions must take
into account the need to cut greenhouse gas emissions.

  Liberal Democrats - caring for our environment

Life as a councillor begins……
The last few weeks have been very busy with induction
courses and training for all new Councillors. I have also
been involved in attempting to have the closure of the
Monsal Head toilets re-assessed (see below).
I have been able to visit some Parish Council meetings
and this has given me a feel for some local issues but I
also intend to do a survey of the area to find out your
priorities and get a much clearer idea of the issues that
affect people in this ward and what is  most important
to you. A rural ward presents it’s challenges in collecting responses to such a survey and it would
be helpful for me to develop a social media presence to deal with that, which is my next task.
In the meantime could you use the form on page 4 of this leaflet to let me know of any issues
that you think I should concentrate on? Thank you.
Local Project Fund There is a fund available to local groups and councils for community
projects. I have a £900 allocation. So please contact me if you have any projects that need help
with funding. I have already started to receive enquiries, so don’t delay.

clare.gamble@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

mailto:clare.gamble@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

