
Matlock Town Council
has received a grant
from the Culture
Recovery Fund for
Heritage, a fund set up
by Government and
the National Lottery to
safeguard cultural and
heritage organisations
across the UK from the
economic impact of
COVID-19. The fund will
be used in part to
maintain the Imperial
Rooms and also to
maintain Denefields

and Bailey’s Tump, looked
after by the Town Council for
many years. The Denefield
Rangers, a voluntary group,
is developing both sites to
encourage wildlife by
providing a number of
different habitats, and to
make them accessible to the public.
Cllr Helen Legood said, “I am thrilled that
Matlock will be able to benefit from this funding
and am excited by the opportunity for further
work on improving the sites. It will help guarantee
our long term commitment to biodiversity and
public access to green spaces in Matlock.” A
condition of the grant was access for at least
seven years. This required an extension of the
lease, which Derbyshire Dales has now allowed,
until 2040.

At the December meeting of Derbyshire Dales
District Council’s Community and Environment
Committee it was agreed
unanimously that ownership
of Heathy Lea, Tansley should
be transferred to Tansley
Parish Council for a nominal
sum of £1. Cllr David Hughes,
one of the councillors for the
Tansley ward, moving the
motion, said that the transfer would give Tansley
Parish Council control over the site and would
ensure its continued use as a recreation ground.
Tansley Parish Council originally requested the
transfer in July 2019.

Heathy Lea Recreation Ground to
be owned by Tansley PC

Tansley Traveller Site – The Tories have lost the plot!
Although approved by Tory councillors in September, no
planning application has been submitted by the time
we’ve gone to press and there’s been no public
consultation of course! We are therefore left with a
former but now rejected ‘temporary tolerated site’ at
Rowsley, but no other usable site at all, so the travellers
are at present moving from one car park to another and
wasting public money in the process.
County Cllr Sue Burfoot says “District Tory councillors
now seem to be in dispute with their County Council
colleagues, who have at last published their options for

an Ashbourne by-pass, which are shown not to impede development of a gypsy and traveller site at Watery
Lane after all. That site is already approved, in the Local Plan and is where the travellers want to be based.
Why then did the County try to prevent the sale of that land to the District? That sale would have avoided
the need for any contentious development at Knabhall Lane, Tansley.”

Matlock is a wonderful place in which to live and attracts many thousands
of visitors. However, twice in the last 18 months, our town has been
seriously flooded with a negative effect on local businesses and residents.
Recent County Council reports have confirmed that the flooding is not only
caused by the river, but more often surface water run-off from the heavily
urbanised Matlock Bank and Chesterfield Road areas and  even Tansley.
Residents and businesses affected are seeking reassurance from local
Councils and utility companies that everything possible is being done to
reduce the risk rather than adding to it.
During the floods, the Environment Agency (EA) disclosed that Knowleston
Place pumping station has been at full capacity, with a marked increase
in water from Bentley Brook, and suggested this was due to recent building

The proposed site in
Knabhall Lane Tansley

Will increased housing mean infrastructure breakdown?

Is this overwhelming of
the sewage system
going to continue?

development. They have decided to carry out an area wide assessment of the Bentley Brook catchment,
stating that no more building should take place which could increase surface water flows.
Both County and District Councils must act, along with utilities and the EA, to protect Matlock and ensure
that we are provided with adequate and effective infrastructure, to prevent incidents of overflowing sewers
in our streets. Our Councils must have a future proofing approach to planning, using the most up to date
legislation, building techniques and permeable paving, especially on our remaining greenfield sites. The
impact of climate change must not be ignored.

 County backs approval of Hurker Woods Bridleway
Cllr Steve Wain reports: “Thanks to the efforts of the local
community a new bridleway is about to be adopted, leading
from Bent Lane into the beautiful Hurker Woods. It has been
essential to residents’ health and wellbeing during the
protracted pandemic”.
County Council officers only have to finalise a ‘definitive map
modification order’, so once approved, it will ensure that
residents have a direct route into the woodland above Matlock

and are able to enjoy the stunning views of the Wolds and beyond. Steve adds “I hope the last stage can
be finalised quickly and this locally valued route adopted and put on the definitive map”.

View from Bridleway across the
Wolds towards Riber
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Denefields and Bailey’s Tump
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An example of the
work done by the
Denefield Rangers

Liberal Democrats - caring for our environment and our society

Cllr David Hughes

Ed Davey, leader of the Lib Dems, is campaigning
for carers, beginning with a call to raise Carer’s
Allowance. 900,000 full-time, unpaid carers rely on
Carer’s Allowance – but
at just £67.25 a week, it’s
not nearly enough. More
than a third of those on
Carer’s Allowance are
struggling to make ends
meet. Many have struggled for months, often relying
on foodbanks to feed themselves and those they
care for.  The Covid-19 pandemic has made it even
tougher. That’s why the Liberal Democrats are calling
on the Government to raise Carer’s Allowance by
£1,000 a year. We are determined to lead the way to
a more caring society in the coming months and
speak up for the 0.9 million carers in our country.

Lib Dem Leader stands up for carers

Sir Ed Davey
Cllr Steve Flitter says ”It was an honour to receive
a cheque from Chevin Homes to allow a hard
working team of residents to
make further improvements to
a facility so important to the
community.
I fully support the Council’s
regeneration scheme and
applaud the ‘Friends of Hurst Farm’ who are trying
to restore this building”

Hurst Farm Social Club gets £5,000
Cllr Sue Burfoot reports.
“I have been chasing up several important ‘traffic
regulation orders’, many of which should result in
much needed double yellow lines
etc. on what are dangerous
locations for roadside parking.
The response has always been
that these measures have been
delayed by other priorities. I will
continue to press for action”.

Update on Traffic Regulation Orders
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