
Electric vehicles are the future. The companies can see it, the oil companies can see
it, and the public can see it. Yet it seems our Tory government can’t. On the eve of
the COP26 climate change conference, more must be done to encourage the
purchase of electric vehicles. This year they cut the ‘Plug-in Car Grant’ available for
people to buy EVs and last year they built fewer charging points than they did the
year before. But, who would buy a petrol or diesel car if they didn’t know where
they could fill it up? To be practical, especially in rural areas, it is rarely possible to
access a ‘rapid’ charging point within half an hour and only 300 or so of those have
been built in the last few months. Only 20% of all chargers are rapid because the
Government lacks ambition and has failed to invest in this new technology.

Following rumours about a number of the new apartments at Cawdor Quarry being sold to an
investment company as holiday lets, Cllr Sue Burfoot has made enquiries and Groveholt’s
architect has confirmed that some of the properties are being let for short breaks, by Groveholt
themselves, but only for a temporary period, until sales have picked up following the Covid
lockdown.

Flooding threat – Let’s get prepared!
Cllr Steve Wain, Matlock’s Voluntary Lead Flood Warden, is urging
people to be ‘flood aware’ and to register for flood alerts. As we are all
too aware, Matlock doesn’t only flood from the river. Serious flooding
can also occur by surface water run-off from the hillsides above the
town. During heavy rainfall flows often overcharge the sewer network
and cause flooding of sewage.
Since the November 2019 and February 2020 floods, work has been
undertaken to map these drainage infrastructure in Matlock town
centre and cleansing of the network is carried out regularly.
As there have been significant rainfall events this summer, drains may
have silted up, so Steve is asking residents to report any blocked
drains to Derbyshire County Council highways department, using
their on-line reporting system, or call via ‘Call Derbyshire’ on 01629
533190, or to clear the top of any drains blocked by leaf litter, when it
is safe to do so.
To sign up for Flood Alerts visit: www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings
or call the Floodline on 0345 988 1188

Serco requested;
• The suspension of food waste

collection - this is to be added to
general waste collection, collected
every two weeks. This suspension is
to last for 4 months.

• The suspension of garden waste
collection during August (collections
to resume after the Bank Holiday).

• A contribution of up to 50% for the
increase in hourly rates of pay for
HGV drivers, until 31 March 2022 (This
could be up to £150k depending on
the pay rise offered).

• No recycling that is not in the bin /
bag. No ‘side waste’ will be collected.

DDDC officers and almost all Tory Councillors said yes to Serco’s requests

Liberal Democrat members of Derbyshire Dales District
Council were astonished at the decisions made by the
Conservative controlling group at a Council meeting back
in July.

Tory councillors voted to spend up to £25k more on their
proposed Gypsy and Traveller site at Knabhall Lane,
Tansley, in particular to check the extent of
contamination of the former waste tip and progress to a
planning application.

Lib Dem councillors raised the locally contentious issue
of ownership of the site and the risk to local water
supplies. They and local residents also know that this is
only the tip of a huge iceberg of public spending on a site which is totally unsuitable and
unsustainable as a home for vulnerable traveller families, especially through the winter months.
The costs are likely to escalate to the extent that it can never be developed, wasting a huge
amount of money in the process. The Conservatives also forget that only 5 or 6 caravans and
vehicles could be accommodated on the Knabhall Lane site, so another site would still be
needed to satisfy the requirements of the Council’s own Local Plan.

Officers identified up to seven ‘negotiated stopping places’ throughout the Dales to which
they could direct traveller families, for up to only eight weeks at a time and therefore keep a
degree of control over their movement. The Conservatives voted to omit this officer proposal, in
order to ‘focus the minds’ of the Council on developing Knabhall Lane as a permanent site. Cllr
Martin Burfoot says “This means that traveller families will continue to occupy their present
encampments on Matlock’s Station Car Park and Bakewell Showground or move to anywhere
else they fancy”.

Matlock and Tansley Lib Dem Councillors – working all year round

Traffic Regulation Orders - In previous Focus newsletters, we told you about County Cllr
Sue Burfoot’s effort to chase up progress on the proposed Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs),
such as double yellow lines on Matlock Spa Road, on the Lime Tree Road / St Giles Walk junction
and at the east end of Jackson Road.

The legal consultation period is quite lengthy, and Cllr Sue Burfoot says “I keep pressing for
these road safety measures to be advertised and put in place as soon as possible“.

20mph Trial Zone - Sue is lobbying the Cabinet member
for Highways to agree to a 20mph trial zone along the stretch
of road between Willersley Lane through Starkholmes to
Matlock Green, where speeding traffic and road safety issues
have been a longstanding issue for more than 20 years, given
the width of the road and bends in places, pinch points,
properties on the road edge and narrow or no footways. Sue
is also requesting that the way speed management issues are
assessed is changed by reviewing the protocol which is
currently based on the number of personal injury collisions on
the road in question.

Proposed reduced speed limits, Chesterfield Road - Together with Cllrs Steve Wain,
Paul Cruise and Martin Burfoot, Sue is pleased to see that a formal public consultation exercise
is being undertaken for proposed lower speed limits on Chesterfield Road. Your Lib Dem
councillors have campaigned about this for several years, so hopefully the road will become safer
for all road users in the future, especially pedestrians.
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